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The city of Pyatigorek is located in the Northern Caucasus, 30 kilcmeters
south of Mineral'nyye Vody. It is situated among five mountains; Mt Masbuk,
Mt Beshtau (vhich bas three pesks), and Mt Zhuchka. The River Podkumekx flows
thriagh the city. It 1s a mountain stream that sometimes is 100 to 150 meters
in vidth and flows very rapidl,. To the south of Pyatigorsk, about six
kilometers, there is a lake named "Twabukan'. I don't remember its width or
depth, but many people came to this lake for treatment for rhewmatiam bdecauss
of the salt content of the water.

The city is located on the slope of Mt Mashuk end is bordered by a forast
containing various types of trees. To the southwest of the city are fields
of brush and small trees. There is a lot of vegetationin the city, extending
into the valley beyond the city.

The 014 part of the city was built before the days of Pushkin, lernontov, and
Leo Tolatoy, and was partially destroyed during Worid War II. fome of the
buildings and the railroad stations were destroyed by the Soviets and a fev
of the buildings in the center of town vere destroysd by the retremting Gorman

army.

‘my saniteriums and schools vere veing constructed

sdequate housing, angut 5000 pecple were homeless in the city.

but these remained uncompleted Soviet retreat. I have no
informaticn as to cmtruction%

The only industry was & small c&st-iron smelting foundry There
wrre approximately 500 to 700 workers in this small two- = Here
we made cast-iron ingots in the shape of bricks, all of vhich were s out
by the six to ten trucks the plant bad. I dcn't know the destination of the
ingots. In 1942 there wure plans to eamlarge this factory. I doa't Xmow e

result of these plans. The only other industry was a small water-bottling
plant where minetal water was dottled by 50 to 100 workexs. Recause of ine-
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6. Tour ¥ilometars narth of the Titv. 5 memorial wiz anstyucted to Muthoil Yurievich -
Lermontov, the pcet, on the spot whare he had a duel with Martyncv. Tiis memorial,
& seelil one, was encircled by & chain and was an atbraction for nmany tourists, health
patients, and others. 8pecial buses were allotted to tring peopl= to this memorisl.
An additional place of interest vwas a small pit, more like a well, which was formed
by an earlier earthquake. This pit, with a diameter o7 25 10 30 meters, had water af,
the bottom which smelled of sulfur. It was located about 10 kilometers from *he
memorial. There vere also grottoes, or caverns, where Lermontov ssed to spend evenings
writing poetry., Tae t&verns were locaied on the s8lope of Mt Mashuk and were aiso a
tourist atfraction. '

7. A wide, siraight street ran through the center of the %i1ly. ALl other streets were
narrew, crooked, and muddy. The main street bad iights, bl all ntreets were dark
at the edges of the city except for the iights from kerocsene lawps In homes. On
esch sireet corner, the name of the séreet was wrilten eitmer on 4 hoard or a piece
oI iron ettached to the corner of a house We had no street rombars .

8. Most of the buiidings in the city were on2 and Twu-gtory high, except for the State
Bank and the NKVD which were five-storiea high. Scme of *h2 hoapltsls and sanitariune
on the outskirts of the city were four, five, and aig-slories bigh. ALl of these
buildings were huilt of stone, or stone and brick., Ninety rer cent of the roofs on
the homes were of a red painted iron and the other ten per <e2nt had roofing mde of
an oll-soaked pasteboard.

9. The name of the main strest was "Sovetskaya" and it vas abow four kilometers long.
A pedestrian lane called "Koshtenovaya Alleya" wes it the middle of the strest for
its entire liength. Btreetcars also were in the middle of the street. Automobiles
and carts travelled on both sides of the pedestrian lane. This main street was paved
with asphalt. All others were of ordinary crushed stone and further out, towerds the
outakirts, they wore dirt. The main street bagan at the Soviet Prospect which was
3t the railrosd station, end it ended &t the cornsr vhere the Stste Bank and the NKVD
buildings stood. The majority of stores were located »n this street.

1C. As in 8ll cities of the 3cviet Union, thers were largeemmer1ils t+ Lenin and to Stelin.
} There wes & largs park, "Tsvetnik”, where hewlih petients and +it{zens would listen
to open-air eymphony concerts during evanings. “iret-of-May reriden were aleo held

at this park and at Soviet Prospect. 3

11. Normal population of Pyatigorsk was about 125 thoussnd; tuat during the summer, with
the influx of tourists and heslth-resort patients. thi. number graw Lo svar 150 tho sand.

12. The predominant population was Ruseian -. atgit U0 rer cent, The remsinder comsisted
cf Kazakhs, Armenisns, Gresks, Jews, Kabard ens, aui Chethen-Iugushes. There was some
eamity emong these nationality groupe but I & v no apen quarreling or fighting, bvecmuse
this wvas punishadle by law,

13. Even before 1937 there ware meny DP's such as Greeks, Paraisns, snd Germaps. fowever,
after 1938, because these DP's ware deported ‘o Liberizu labor =ampe, here ceaped
to be noticeable foreign groups entering this clty. Alge aftar 1938, 511 guch
foreigners had savere restrictions fmposed upon them. ‘Ihey conld not Jou militsry
forces. They had no right to vota. They could attend mowe of the higher echooln of
lerrning. It was also difficult for them to obtain a choice of work ani they were
urd sr con-snt inspaction and supervimion of the NKVD and the militis. ;

14, Avout 80 to 8% per cent of the population var ° Orthodox faith; %he rewainder belongsd
to the Qregorian (Armenian) faith, and the Kebardianr sud Chechen-ingushes vere
Mohammedans.

15. The railroad station is located in the southeastecn parl of the city. It is & small
one-story building with an attached shed: khich ze:vez a8 a {reight etatior. The
passenger station had five railroad lines sud faour high platforms because the traipes
were slectrical. This station was only a locsi serminal stztien. The 73in rail-o»@
terminal for 81l railroads wes in Mineral'nyye Vedy. The Pyatigersh stet on verw-i
the road to Kislovodsk to the south and to Minersi'nyye Vody t» the norih. 1he rwij-
road track was double. Two or three express trains fx n Khackov ani Mac-ew srric-
daily, bringing health patients. There were alsc & few fraight train:.
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16, The city Lad no.port bescsuse the river way very-snallow.:

17. Aa airfield about four kilometers scuthwest of Pyatigorsk servea the city. It
W

w.d on the left side of the i ters towards Kislovodsk. There
were no paved rmwaysnwthe field was & solid green
tase. There were two T airplane repair and s pilots' school. Trainees
used 15 biplanes vhich were called the "Y-2".

18. There were three means of conveyance in the city: streetcars, buses, and cabs
(wvagonets). The streetcar system had five lines which went in various directions.
These lines were designated by the numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5. Streetcars were
painted in two colors, the upper-half a bright yellow and the lower part bleck.

They were riach smaller than those in the US. During the summer, streetcars had
trailers which were paianted a bright red and had no doors or windovs. Strestcars
were manned bV a conductor who collected fares of 20 kopecks to all directioms. During
World War II, -oldiers in uniform rode free of charge. 3Busss were mssigned
only to transport those who cam; for health treatments. Iocsl residents were not
s8lloved to use them. There were algo special tuaes which took pagsengers to
memcrials on Mt Mashuk. There was & cab station at the railroad depct where one
could hire a cab to go anvwhere he wanted. Thesze cabs, paintad black with no other
g vk, were MI  :ype., Anyone rould use texis.
but tips played an important part in cbtaining & <ab.

19. Pyatigorsk is the asmat of the Northern Caucasus Kray {1t wss earlier called tke
Stavropol'skiy Kray),

20. The ecity Soviet was located on Soviat Prospect between Bazarnaya and Kalinipaksys
Sts. The Military Office (mobilization point) wes located on the corner off e,
dovatskaya eand Budenovskaye Sts. The Index Dapariment was located in the city
Soviet. The Finance Departmsnt was located in the State
the Socisl Welfare Dapartment were semevhere 1n this Arem -

| ‘e NKVD was located on the Soviet Prospect., THIS five-story
large building wes painted gray and was bLuilt of cement. The wMilitis vas also
housed in this buildiag.

21l. There was one large prison, which was located in the wastern mart o the eity.
This wae & large tuilding six floors high conetructed »f stcne, brick, sndi wood
and surrounded by high walls. A1l cf nriaoners were in this building,

there were no concentration
: norl bulldinge were converted into cwsps for political prisonese
during World Wer IZ. Such prisouers ware used for Jdiggiug trenches.

rn
[ %3

« Besides city police, there werm also civil pelice snd wilitia. Civil police
kept order during air raids (they were called P VKh U .- the Anti-Alr-Chemical
Defense Organization). The militia meintained crdev aud regulated traf'fie
throughout the ~i4y. Ope militieman stood cn each torper of the main s%reet and
directed traffic. Single militiemen also pstrolled the prri,. railroad stationm,
public squere, ard side streets in the center ¢f town. n tvhe outskirts of town
one frequently sav two militiamen.

23. Clity police wore vhite uniformes iuring summer and tlie during wintar, Milisiapen
wore regular summer ant winter upiforms; civil police were ideptified by arr
bands, side arms, and nslmets.

24 There were no restrictions during the night in pesze %ime. Iyt valking the streete
after midnight war forbidden after the war tegan. Cont-ol of docurents was
abolished during reace time but all papere were chesked often (four times a veck)
during tke war. One was stopped and had bis parers ~hecked at the rallrosd statio...
&l the movie houses, at the ‘theater, and often on the sireets. The 18wAl excuee
w&s that the police were looking for deserters fron uilitary service.
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i 25. All previsions, including newspupers, were.rationed uct cniy Lu Pyatigorsk”
’ ) i bat ‘throughout the whole Soviet Union. It was necessary for one to get up
at four or five A M 1in order to obtain goods. One had to stend ir line at the ' 25X1

doors of various stores.

26. The hlack marke% was in the homes. Chief g00ds used in black marketeering were
bread, shoes, clothing material, ~wgar, cigarettes, soffee, and but‘:er.t’ .
hat prices were, but black marketeering was sonducted on & large scale.
The usual black marketeers were managers of stores and warehouses. Punishment
25X1 for black marketeering was severe (2ive to ten Yyears in Siberian labor camps) .

)

27. The only local enterprises not under governmentai surervision were small working
groups (artels) -- all shoe cotblers and housge 6lipper manufacturers for axample,
All other enterprises were government controlled and admittarce to work in them
was free. That is, each worker was able to sesrch for his choice of work freely
(with exception of those who were restricted es foreigners - paragraph 13).

28. Communiet Party membership epprosched approximstely 9C per cent by 1942. Of this
group, about 10 per cemt was active and devoied 4o Comminiam; the others were
members of the Party for personal protection.

29\_“‘_&_"_1?[ one newspaper's being published in the city -- the"Pyntigorskays
avda™. is paper published daily by th» Communis* Party organization sold
a% speclal newstands on streets. It contained zontinious propeganda ageinst
capitalist, n3. Offices of this paper wers located ox the main street, but
[—uﬁtbe exact address or the name of the lmst editor,
25X1 30. There was one local radio station in a building on the cornmer of Diershinskiy
25X1 Street and Boviet Prospect. This station operatad on long weve Ifrequency daily
from four pm to six Pm.. Progrems consisted of news itens and lectures on
political themes. Tre station also relayed Mossow brosdcests. After six pm
daily, the station broadcasted music by request. Arout ten per zent of the
population hed receivers; the remsinder of the population 1istened to loud /
speakers situmted throughout the city. These apeakers warc connected directly
| to the radio station. During peace time the sale of TeuslVers was unrestricted;
’ tut there “rare few of them and they vere expensivs (from 400 %o &00 rubles) .
Anyone whp could buy & receiver had to reglster his raceiver with the militia.
All receivi:.3 vere confiscated during the war. Sevare punishmant was inflicted
upon anyone who failed to surrender this receiver. It was very difficult to
listen to foreign stations. Even if one hed « racelver, transassion wvas mur? _ed
anc distorted by various sounds. 25%1

31, This was the "Brigtol", loecated across
K TK.  The hotel vas used nmostly by officia] businessmen and
party leaders. It was well constructed of stone and was three-ptories high.
During the Scviet Army retreat this hotei wss only partislly destroyed.

32. The city bad about nine hospitals during pease time; but during the war all of
the sanitariume were also conver ted into hespitals. Pyatigorsk wss :onsidered
8 medizal city during the var. Thig was partially true during norms: times because
it wvas here that patients came for treatments for stomm~h ailments » rheumatism,
heart disease, and tuberculosis. Sauitary conditions irn Pyatigorsk, therefore B
were on a high level. Special treatments were very expenaive and tkhers were Sut faw
hicspitals in which one coull be treated free of charge. Thave ymre special
polyclinics and smbulatoriums ia vhich physiciane hed an armavttnity to accept
private patients. ‘

33. There were no epidemics in Pyatigorsk after 1941, The c¢ity buried its dead in
& cemetery locsated on the siope of Mt Mashuk.
Lt
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3k, The chief educational institutions were Pedagogical Instituts and Medical
Technical Institute. These were located cl n the main
street. Regulations
for at ese schoole stipul T one had to be between 19 and
35 years of age, a« citizen of the USSR, not related to a political priscmer,
and abie to pay relatively high tuition,

35. The 9is stati er Forecasting Bureau).

36. There were tive fiovie tmhxmﬁ.mL_‘ W

37. The city hsd one large theater located behind the perk. Operss, operrttas,
&nd dramss vere presented in this theater weekly,

38. The city had & large Sports stadium called "“ynamo"., It was located 1ot far
from the railrcad statiom. A1l sports vere played here, the most populer of
vhich vas football (soccer). There was a large hippodrome ten kilometers south
of Pyatigorsk. BRasces whiak sttracied large crowds vere held here; most
spectators vare from out of + There were two sports clubag "Dynamo” and
"Spartak”. They were busy with soscer, racing, Jumping, swimming, horisontal
bars, and other gymnastics.

39. The city nad cavelry, tank, and parachute units. The cavalry unit way lscated
in & cazp on the slope vf Mt Mashuk. This camp had many barracks vhich wers
in good condition and e large drill £ield. Ths tank school was located thres
kilometers frem the city, across the Podkwnok River. This schocl had a fov
training tanks and seversl prime-movers. During the war, parachuts and
maritise infantry units traimed in this city; they were quartered in various
achool buildings.

40, There were three §roups which prepared the population for civil defense in
case of military threats. )

(a) PV Xn O (Anti-Afr-Chemical Defense). Everyoms, witheut exception,
had to complete cov rses conducted by this group., Olassec were held
in clubsooms and schools.

(b) The G 8 0 (Preparation for Sanitaticn Organization). This course was
Also obiigatory.

. {c) The OSOVIAXHIM (Defense Sgainst Chemical Warfare). Thic was also an
obligatory course for everyone and, upon passing examinations ) &
badge was issued vhich was ¥OIrn ou the chest. This badge had to
be displayed on various holidays -- Firgt-of-May Parade for example.
Arproximately 85 per cent of the population hed docwments which gave
then the right to vaar such a badga.

- end - P
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